Fillmore Plaza Scorecard
For years, our CCN residents have consistently valued Fillmore Plaza's dedicated open space for pedestrians and outdoor living. At every General Resident Meeting including the most recent in May, and with their constant emails and phone calls, our residents have encouraged the CCNNA Board to support these values. 

In the face of relentless pressure from developers to put vehicular traffic through the Plaza to support their businesses, CCNNA has worked very hard with Councilwoman Robb to find a win-win situation.  After countless hours of discussion, and with resident approval, the CCNNA Board outlined compromises we would be willing to accept, including the core issue of putting a street through the Plaza.  However, the key issues on which we did still stand firm were: (1) a two lane street only; (2) no parking, parking meters or street curbs, allowing a flat, level plaza-like surface; and (3) enhanced pedestrian amenities.

With this directive, CCNNA Board members attended three meetings organized by Councilwoman Jeanne Robb over the last 6 weeks.  The minutes of these meetings are posted on the CNNNA website.  The final meeting was held last Friday (7/9). The final developers' design presented did not include our key CCNNA issues to any significant or satisfactory extent.  It was truly not a win-win situation.

To illustrate the lack of progress made by Councilwoman Robb's meetings and her efforts with BID designers, the following scorecard was developed.  Importantly, this scorecard shows whether there is a gain or loss on issues and changes from the original approved BID plan for a pedestrian-only, no-street plaza to the current tweaked developer / BID street plan shown Friday.  Showing progress from a BID street plan to a slightly tweaked BID street plan is not an accurate way of informing the public on what has or has not been real progress.


[image: image1.emf]Current Plaza / Original Design Features Proposed BID Street Design Features Gain or Loss

No Street Through Plaza 2 Lane Street - 25' Wide / 36' with Parking (30 to 40% of Plaza) Loss

No Parking 14 Parking Spaces Loss

No Parking Meter Obstructions Parking Meters for All Spaces Loss

All Pedestrian Space Minimal Space at North & South Ends and Center Section Loss

Level Flat Plaza Surface Only in Plaza Center Section Loss

No Curbs 3" High Curbs North and South of Center Flat Section Loss

Flexible Space; Movable Planters Permanent Planters (Small on North Side - Large on South Side) Loss

On-Plaza Food & Beverage Service Some Sidewalk Food & Beverage at Buildings - None on-Plaza Loss

Additional Plaza Events 35 Event Days Proposed (19 Days in 2009) Minimal Gain

Enhanced Pedestrian Amenities:

(1)  Benches; Tables and Chairs Some Benches; Some Seating in Center Section (?); On Planter Walls Minimal Gain

(2)  Gazebo or Other Shade None Loss

(3)  Children's Features None Loss

(4)  Water Features None Loss

Valet Parking None Loss

Neighborhood Representation 3 Neighborhood Members on 11 Member Event Planning Committee Gain

Greenspace Only Trees in Landscaped Planters; No Grass Loss

Fillmore Plaza Scorecard

7/9/2010

(Current Plaza and Original BID Plaza Design Compared to Proposed BID Street Design)


What do we do now?  Since there has not been significant progress, CCNNA will work with other surrounding neighborhoods and associations to ask their support opposing the current developer / BID plan.  CCNNA will also request that Councilwoman Robb strengthen her efforts to implement the proposed CCNNA changes.  Most importantly, the CCNNA Board asks you to email Councilwoman Robb at www.jeanne.robb@denvergov.org to express your opinion on this lack of progress.

This controversy has been going on too long - since December 2006 - with seemingly endless meetings, presentations on each side of the issue, and hours of discussions.  Now is the time for Councilwoman Robb to show how she can help create a true win-win on Fillmore Plaza by ensuring that CCNNA's core values for the Plaza are protected. The current plan will only be another street with parking, hardly anything unique that would symbolize the essence of Cherry Creek.
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