CCNNA Fillmore Plaza Survey

Preliminary Results as of December 30th

Total Participants - 203 households

1.
Fillmore Plaza as Open Public Space - Fillmore Plaza is the only designated open public space for pedestrian use and public events in the CCN Business Improvement District. The property owners on both sides of Fillmore Plaza have indicated that they want to construct a street or have vehicular access on the Plaza in an effort to provide greater street visibility for their retail businesses. Do you feel that Fillmore Plaza should remain as open public space without a street or vehicular access?

I Support Keeping Fillmore Plaza as Open Public Space for Cherry Creek residents, visitors, and customers

92.6% (188)


I Oppose Keeping Fillmore Plaza as Open Public Space for Cherry Creek residents, visitors, and customers

4.4% (9)

No Opinion

3.0% (6)

2.
Fillmore Plaza Improvement - Improvements have not been made to Fillmore Plaza since its creation in 1989, contributing to its poor appearance and utilization. As part of the upcoming capital improvement project of the CCN Business Improvement District (BID), to begin in the 1st quarter of 2010, the aesthetic and pedestrian oriented improvements to Fillmore Plaza will be new benches and other seating; outdoor cafes; trees, lawn, and other new landscaping; and other upgrades to encourage increased pedestrian use and customer flow to the BID businesses. Do you feel that the capital improvements to Fillmore Plaza should be made as planned by the BID?

I support the BID capital improvement plan for Fillmore Plaza

92.6% (188)

I oppose the BID capital improvement plan for Fillmore Plaza

3.4% (7)

No Opinion








4.0% (8)

Resident Comments - 147 of the 203 participants gave a written comment in the survey with 142 comments supporting Fillmore Plaza as open space and 5 comments for a street through the Plaza.  Some examples of resident comments are:


For Fillmore Plaza as Open Space and Against a Street

"1. The arguments given a few years ago for retaining the open space (of what is now Fillmore Plaza) in the public domain are no less valid now than they were then. 2. The fact that the current retail tenants on the Plaza are having a difficult time is not a reason to take the space away from the public. They were poor choices for this market place. All retail tenants in Cherry Creek and elsewhere are having a difficult time with or without a street. 3. A give-away of the property to the adjacent developer owners would be against the public will and the public interest. A Clayton Lane type of arrangement would give them additional development rights, less setback requirements, parking revenue and would only benefit them, not the public. Clayton Lane was an already vacated street and the trade off was to get rid of the Sears Automotive Center. That was a good trade off. This would be a one-way street benefiting the developers only and taking something of value away from the public. Open space is a rare commodity and almost impossible to attain today. Don't give it away. It is not in the public's best interest. 4. Fillmore Plaza was already in place when the developers purchased their adjacent properties. They should have been able to plan accordingly."

"I walk through Fillmore Plaza almost daily as I leave my health club, Pura Vida, and walk to Starbucks for my latte. CCN is one of the most beautiful parts of Denver; my husband and I love living here. Revitalizing Fillmore Plaza by transforming into a vibrant community park-like gathering space is exactly what residents like me are waiting for."
 

"Fillmore Plaza is the only open space in CCN. It would be a wonderful venue for outdoor cafes, events, public art, etc. and is the perfect gateway from the CC mall to the CCN shopping district. Please keep the space open and develop it for public use."
 

"It is extremely difficult to feel much sympathy for the corporations that own properties on both sides of the plaza. They knew what they were getting into when they purchased or renovated these properties. To ask, in effect, for the neighborhood and city to subsidize them makes no sense whatsoever. I am firmly and unequivocally opposed to this land grab by the two corporate entities. Is it asking too much for them to simply accept the status quo, or is the appetite for money so intractable on their parts that they simply cannot bear to leave one dollar on the table? So much for neighborhood relations..."
 

"More stores are closed, more vacancies are obvious, buildings like the old post office are going to ruin, and the area in general is looking less and less attractive. Closing the one open space in the whole area is not going to solve the retail problems. Have the owners considered lower rents? Losing the Tattered Cover was the worst business decision in the history of the area."

"Given the timing, we suspect the developers are trying to take advantage of the residents' preoccupation with the holiday season. We understand their desire for making more money. However, this proposal would be at the permanent expense of the existing quality of life and aesthetic appeal of Cherry Creek North which was carefully planned by CCNNA, the BID and the Steering Committee. The CCN residents have already made their voices heard in 2006 regarding this matter. With regard to future good will from CCN residents, returning to this issue is likely to be a counter productive move and a large waste of time for all concerned."

For A Street through Fillmore Plaza

"About 50/50 mixed feelings.  Allowing auto traffic would add parking and drop off space for shoppers; and no doubt more visibility for shops. If the street stays closed and the improvements are significant, it might draw enough pedestrians to satisfy the merchants and be an attractive pedestrian mall, but that cannot be known now. I would probably lean in favor of the merchants' desires to open to auto traffic, but only if restricted to one way and low speed, with one side of parking."
 

"I am sympathetic to the business concerns and might change my mind (i.e., be willing to change to a street) if convinced that there is no other feasible way to make the businesses facing the plaza profitable."
