All The World's A Stage
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There are few stories in literature or business as rewarding as that of the person who, that of the person who, with talent, versatility, and a strong 
sense of "who they are", manages to arrive in mid-life not only 

successful in one career but also able to engage in that other 

activity which they have always loved, have always been good 

at doing, even if the two were not the same.  Have you ever 
secretly wished you could do both?  Read on.  
At first glance, Dr. Mark Rossman is one of those very distin-

guished looking gentlemen who "looks the part" he has played
in real life: Professor and Administrator at several major universities. Indeed he has a long and illustrious career specializing in adult education, graduate and doctoral program development, long distance learning (think Internet!), and international education. His credentials and experience make him a true leader in academia. 
Upon closer scrutiny, however, there is also a personal power which has both contri-buted to his career success and fueled his other real passion: Theater.
"Every teacher should be an actor!" he affirms. "Every teacher is an actor; only most of them do not realize it.  In front of a class, they are on a "stage" if you will. They have the command of an audience, if they know how to work it.  Engage your students and you will have their attention. Good teaching is good theater."  
He has proven the connection between art and science in adult education over and over during his thirty- plus years of academic experience. And, he's done some real acting on real stages along the way as well.
Born and raised in Port Chester, NY, Mark has always loved the arts, but, as was true for so many who grew up in the second half of the 20th century, the arts and especially live theater were not deemed viable choices for successful careers. "If one wanted to raise a family, acting was not really considered an option."  
The pattern, the love of performing, the fascination with playing the role of someone else was there for Mark from the beginning.  He fondly remembers school plays and band, where he learned music theory as well as mastered the flute.  Middle school music directors were influential and he showed vocal talent in operettas.  A pivotal moment came at age 17.  A hypnotist chose Mark as a volunteer, but Mark chose the moment as his first solo part, pretending to be under hypnosis when he really wasn't. 
In this quiet debut, a leading man was born as he fooled the audience and the hypnotist!   
Parts in high school dramas and comedies continued to come his way, and although Mark knew that acting was in his blood, he was unsure where his career path would lead.  Enter Stage Right...the leading lady and love of his life.  "Meeting Maxine {now his wife of 45 years} was a turning point in my life," he says.  "I knew I had to do something if we were to have a life together. I knew that I wanted to work with people...and suddenly the field of Education seemed the way."   He couldn't have known it then, but he was headed on a course that would bring him full circle. 
A few years later, when Mark was living in Stamford, CT and about to be tenured in a grant-funded experimental school for "school alienated youth" in its third year of operation, Mark was invited to apply for the Headmaster Position.  He came in second only because he did not have a doctorate.  A quick study, Mark learned that lesson the first time, and he immediately resigned (against protests for him to stay and teach) and went straight for his doctorate at the University of Massachusetts.  
In the years since, Mark has been Chair of Education at Walden University; Director of Graduate Studies at Ottawa University; Assistant Professor and Head of Adult Education at the University of Massachusetts; Associate Professor of Adult Learning and Head of the Department of Higher & Adult Education at Arizona State University; and has held both faculty and administrative positions at several other institutions of higher learning. In recent years, he served as Vice President for Academic Affairs and Associate Vice President for Residencies at Capella University, a leader among highly accredited on-line institutions, where he still holds a Senior Faculty Emeritus status. He has been a repeated guest lecturer abroad, most recently through a Fellowship from the Salzburg Seminar in American Studies.  The list of awards in his distinguished career goes on.
He has authored several books and other publications, and a second, updated edition of his highly successful book, Negotiating Graduate School: A Guide for Graduate Students, was published in April, 2002. He has chaired the committees of more than 180 masters and doctoral graduates and has served on more than 320 graduate committees. Both he and his post graduate candidates have received awards for outstanding dissertations.  
One article "The Professor as Actor" advocates drama coaches for teachers. Mark knows that it works. Teaching teachers the actor's craft enhances their ability to teach. To him, there have always been many similarities between teaching and acting. For many years, the classrooms and administrative offices of schools of higher learning were his only performance venues. No matter. He was honing his skills all the time. 
"For one thing," he says, "the show must go on.  There's no real understudy for a teacher.  And being in front of the class is so like being on stage."  The synergy of theater and education became not just a concept but a reality in his classrooms. "I came to believe that what was being taught about teaching was not what was really working in my classrooms. I wanted to apply what I had learned." 
Still, Mark had a passion for something more.  "The smell of the greasepaint, the roar
of the crowd". His chance came years after that last school play.  At the Shadow Rock Center for the Performing Arts in Phoenix, AZ, Mark read for a small part in "Whose Life Is It Anyway"; and so impressed the Director that he was cast in the much bigger part of the Judge.  "All of the past came pouring back;" Mark recalls. "It came alive again for me."  Soon after, his vocal skills were also revived for a part in "Annie" and then in the role of Colonel Pickering in "My Fair Lady." In the latter, he sang so well and with a British accent, that he was mistaken for a real Brit.  More roles followed in "Oklahoma" and "Auntie Mame" and Mark was constantly busy and loving it! 
Then, a job at Capella University meant a move to Minneapolis, MN. Once there, he read Lincoln's Gettysburg Address as a way of auditioning for a PBS-TV History Special. He won the role as well as parts in six productions at the Guthrie Theater. There were parts in Julius Caesar, Hamlet and everything in between. Hamlet was the last play at the old theater, with 4 weeks of rehearsal and 69 performances. "I never missed a one!" Mark says. In fact, he has never missed a rehearsal or a performance ever!  "The show must go on!"
There have also been a few commercials and "extra" parts in movies.  One claim to fame is a scene in the 2001 film "Sugar and Spice" with Mena Suvari. He has no lines but does have real face time on the screen.  And most recently, Mark appeared locally in the DCPA's production of "The Diary of Anne Frank," which played to great reviews.   
Mark is a true theatrical team player. "I love the involvement of the entire production.
To see a disparate group of individuals come together from all over...to one place, and to watch them interact and try different things and then to make it happen...it's amazing and fantastic!"  And he wants to do more. 
If combining academic excellence and the art of live theater...if following your career
and still doing what you love...sound like the ideas of a "Quiet Rebel", Mark welcomes that casting.  It has certainly worked and is working for him.  "Too often people do not realize what they really love to do," Mark concludes.  "Maybe there is someone out there in the second half of life who will read this and decide to finally realize their own dream. I hope so." 
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